
There are 54 articles in the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, some of the most important 
ones being:

•	 Children should be protected against all forms of discrimination

•	 Children have the right to survival and development 

•	 Every child has the right to an education

•	 The views of the child should be respected 

•	 Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide 
	 range of cultural and artistic activities

World Children’s 
Day is celebrated 
20 November.
World Children’s Day is UNICEF’s 
annual day of action, marking the 
adoption UN’s Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on 20 November, 
1989. It has become the most widely 
ratified human rights treaty in history 
and has helped transform children’s 
lives around the world.  

UNICEF is the only organization 
specifically named in the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child as a source 
of expert assistance and advice. It 
has helped to inspire governments to 
change laws and policies and make 
investments so that more children 
finally get the health care and nutrition 
they need to survive and develop, and 
there are stronger safeguards in place 
to protect children from violence and 
exploitation. It has also enabled more 
children to have their voices heard and 
participate in their societies.

UNICEF works in over 190 countries 
and territories to save children’s lives, 
to defend their rights, and to help 
them fulfil their potential, from early 
childhood through adolescence.

Children’s rights 
must be respected 
in all situations




